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KNOW THE 
OPTIONS.

Discover how the latest 
advances in vision correction 
can improve your sight.

Today, you can choose from several choices 
of permanent vision correction procedures 
that include LASIK, PRK and an implantable 
lens called the Visian ICL. Deciding on the 
vision correction procedure that’s right for 
you is an important one. Understand the 
different options and see how they compare.



Nearsightedness (myopia)

This is the most common refractive error of the eye.  

If you are nearsighted, you typically will have difficulty 

seeing distant objects clearly but are able to see well for 

close-up tasks. Other symptoms of myopia include eye 

strain and headaches. Other indicators include squinting. 

With normal vision, an image is focused onto the retina. 

Myopia occurs when the eyeball is too long, causing the 

image to focus at a point in front of the retina rather than 

directly on its surface.

Farsightedness (hyperopia)

This problem affects about a fourth of the population. 

People with farsightedness can typically see distant 

objects well but have difficulty focusing on objects that  

are up close. 

Farsighted people sometimes suffer headaches or 

eye strain. They may also squint or feel fatigued when 

performing work at close range. With normal vision, an 

image is focused on the retina. Hyperopia occurs when 

the eyeball is too short, causing the image to focus 

behind the retina  rather than directly on it. 

Astigmatism
People with this condition usually suffer blurred or 

distorted vision at all distances. Symptoms include 

eye strain and headaches, especially after reading 

or other prolonged visual tasks. Other indicators 

include squinting. Astigmatism is usually caused by an 

irregularly shaped cornea. Instead of the cornea being 

symmetrically round, it becomes more oblong. The image 

fails to come to a single focus point on the retina to 

produce clear vision.

 

Common vision  
problems that our 
procedures can correct. 
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LASIK (laser-assisted in situ keratomileusis) is the most 

popular laser eye surgery to treat nearsightedness, 

farsightedness and astigmatism. It is a procedure that 

permanently changes the shape of the cornea, the clear 

covering of the front of the eye, using an excimer laser. 

It requires only a topical anesthetic and no bandages or 

stitches are needed. 

The LASIK procedure works by reshaping the cornea to 

enable the light entering the eye to focus properly onto 

the retina. Numbing eye drops are applied to the eye 

surface with drops and the surgeon creates a thin circular 

flap in the cornea. The surgeon then folds back the 

hinged flap to access the underlying cornea.  

Using highly specialized laser pulses, the surgeon 

removes a small amount of tissue to correct the shape of 

the cornea. After reshaping the eye, the flap is replaced 

to serve as a type of natural bandage.

LASIK

A commonly performed laser eye surgery

Sharp & Clear Vision

20-30 minute outpatient procedure



Visian ICL (Implantable Collamer Lens) is an alternative 

to LASIK and PRK for correcting moderate to severe 

nearsightedness. Unlike traditional contact lenses that 

go on the surface of the eye, the Visian ICL is positioned 

inside the eye between the iris (the colored part of the 

eye) and the natural lens where it stays indefinitely.  

An advantage of the Visian ICL is that it can permanently 

correct your vision, yet no natural tissue is removed.

For people who value health and wellness, the Visian ICL 

could be the choice for you. The Collamer lens material 

is biocompatible, meaning it is designed to function in 

harmony with your natural eyes.

The Visian ICL has been approved in Europe since 1997 

and in the U.S. since 2005. In that time, over 500,000 

eyes have been implanted with Visian ICLs by certified, 

specialized surgeons.1 In a clinical trial, patients reported  

a 99% satisfaction rate.2

VISIAN ICL

Permanent procedure, yet removable if necessary

Sharp & Clear Vision3

In harmony with your natural eyes

Great option for people with thin corneas4 
or predisposed to dry eye syndrome5



PRK (photorefractive keratectomy) is the predecessor 

to LASIK. It’s still commonly performed and offers 

distinct advantages over LASIK for some patients with 

nearsightedness, farsightedness or astigmatism.

The idea behind PRK is the same as LASIK, using a laser 

to correct the shape of the cornea to improve how light 

enters the eye and focuses onto the retina. What sets 

PRK apart is how the surgeon reaches the cornea. During 

a LASIK procedure, the surgeon cuts a thin hinged flap 

on the outer surface. With PRK the whole outer surface 

is removed, giving the surgeon access to the entire 

thickness of the underlying cornea. The surface naturally 

grows back in a few weeks.

PRK is of particular benefit if the cornea is too thin for 

LASIK. PRK also eliminates the risk of flap complications 

and reduces the chance that too much of the cornea will 

be removed.

Less depth of laser treatment than LASIK

Suitable for patients with a thin cornea

No risk of corneal flap complications

Reduced risk of compromised corneal thickness

PRK



VISIAN ICL LASIK PRK

Vision Quality

Sharp, Clear vision Yes3 Yes Yes

Patient Experience

Outpatient 
procedure Yes Yes Yes

20-30 minute  
procedure Yes Yes Yes

Contributes to 
dry eye syndrome

No, does  
not induce  
dry eye  
syndrome5

Occasional6 Occasional7

Long term history Yes Yes Yes

Safety Features

Removable  
or reversible

Yes,  
Removable

No, Not 
Reversible

No, Not  
Reversible

Biocompatible 
lens

Yes
NA, Laser 
based

NA, Laser 
based

UV protection Yes No No

Patient Types

Nearsightedness
Moderate  
to severe

Mild to  
moderate

Mild to 
moderate

Farsightedness No Yes Yes

Astigmatism No Yes Yes

Thin corneas Yes4 Limited Limited

Selecting the vision correction procedure that’s right for you 
is an important one. See how the different options compare 
and ask your eye care professional about the details.

SEE HOW THEY COMPARE.

KNOW THE 
OPTIONS.
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Important Safety Information for the Visian ICL
The Visian ICL is designed for the correction of moderate to high 

nearsightedness (-3.0 to -15.0 diopters (D)), and the reduction of 

nearsightedness in patients with up to -20 diopters (D) of nearsightedness. 

It is indicated for patients who are 21 to 45 years of age. In order to be sure 

that your surgeon will use a Visian ICL with the most adequate power for 

your eye, your nearsightedness should be stable for at least a year before 

undergoing eye surgery. Visian ICL surgery has been documented to 

safely and effectively correct nearsightedness between -3 diopters (D) to 

-15 diopters (D), and partially correct nearsightedness up to -20 diopters in 

eyes with up to 2.5 diopters (D) of astigmatism. If you have nearsightedness 

within these ranges, Visian ICL surgery may improve your distance vision 

without eyeglasses or contact lenses. Visian ICL surgery does not eliminate 

the need for reading glasses, even if you have never worn them before. The 

Visian ICL represents an alternative to other refractive surgeries including, 

laser assisted in situ keratomileusis (LASIK), photorefractive keratectomy 

(PRK), incisional surgeries, or other means to correct myopia such as 

contact lenses and eye glasses. The Visian ICL is not intended to correct 

any astigmatism you may have. Implantation of the Visian ICL is a surgical 

procedure, and as such, carries potentially serious risks. Please review the 

Patient Information Booklet and discuss the risks with your eye care provider. 

The following represent potential complications/adverse events reported in 

conjunction with refractive surgery in general: conjunctival irritation, acute 

corneal swelling, persistent corneal swelling, endophthalmitis (total eye 

infection), significant glare and/or halos around lights, hyphema (blood in the 

eye), hypopyon (pus in the eye), eye infection, Visian ICL dislocation, macular 

edema, non-reactive pupil, pupillary block glaucoma, severe inflammation 

of the eye, iritis, uveitis, vitreous loss and corneal transplant. Before 

considering Visian ICL surgery you should have a complete eye examination 

and talk with your eye care professional about Visian ICL surgery, especially 

the potential benefits, risks, and complications. You should discuss the time 

needed for healing after surgery.
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